Beginning of Kindergarten Expectations (1st 9 weeks)

Parents,

These are some of the skills your child will be learning in the first nine weeks of school. These skills lay the foundation for everything your child will be learning the rest of the year. Your help at home is vital to your child's success.

Thank you,

The Kindergarten Team
Foundational Skills
* Understand concepts of print (following words left to right, top to bottom, page to page).
* Understand that sounds in words are represented by letters in print.
* Identify ALL uppercase/lowercase letters of alphabet.
* Recognize and create rhyming words.
* Identify the beginning sound in words.
* Identify MOST consonant letter sounds.
* Identify at SOME vowel sounds.
* Read at least 10-20 sight words (lists 1-2).

* Read at Reading Level DRA 1-2/A-B.
Reading
* Fiction: Identify characters, setting, and major events of a story.
* Non-fiction:  Identify topic and details.

* Retell familiar stories with a clear beginning, middle and end.

* Answer questions about stories read.
* When answering a question, stay on topic of question asked.

* Focus on text during an entire reading lesson.

Writing

* Use combination of drawing/dictation/writing to respond to a variety of
   literature read (fiction, non-fiction).
* Participate in shared writing.
* Create writing with guidance and support of adults.
Language Arts
* Print many upper/lowercase letters.
* Use appropriated nouns, verbs & pronouns. 

* Use an uppercase letter at beginning of a sentence and for the word "I".
* Recognize end punctuation in a sentence.
* Write the correct letter for most consonant sounds.
Speaking & Listening

* Listen & take turns in class discussions.
* Express thoughts, feelings, ideas.
* When answering a question, stay on topic.
Math:

* Represent, count, and write numbers 0-10.
* Create sets 0-10.
* Compare quantities 1-10 (more, less, same, greater than, fewer than, equal).
* Identify basic shapes, e.g., circle, square, rectangle, triangle.
Science

* Use process skills: observation, predictions, inference, communication.
* Identify the tools of a scientist.
* Identify the 5 senses and the body parts associated with those senses.
* Sort and classify matter by its properties, e.g. color, shape, size and texture.

* Identify basic colors, e.g., red, yellow, blue, green, orange, purple, black, white.
Social Studies

* Be respectful of classmates and teachers with words and actions.
* Be respectful of the space of others (keeping hands, feet and objects to self).

* Identify reason for classroom rules (to keep students safe and help them learn).

* Identify their role as students (to help teachers keep all students safe and to 
   learn by listening, participating in lessons and doing best work).

* Be respectful of shared classroom resources (manipulatives, markers, etc.)
What can I do right now?

· Read! Read! Read!​ 

· Ask questions about the text. Choose fiction and non-fiction books to share.

· Practice counting. Ask number related questions, e.g. "How many spoons do we need?" "If we want everyone to have two rolls, how many will we need?“​
· Explore libraries and museums together.​
​
Plan ahead!

· Practice washing hands and using restroom independently.​
· Practice opening lunch items.​
· Practice quiet times without screens. ​
Please consider the following to help your child focus on lessons and be safe!
· Light-up sneakers and sequins on clothing can be VERY distracting.​
· Choose Velcro with no lights for shoes. Loose laces lead to falls! 

(Very few five-year-olds have the manual dexterity to tie a long-lasting knot even if they have learned the steps.) 
